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small businesses and ensure that these com-
panies are paid for work already performed in 
the Grand Canyon National Park. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to sup-
port this important legislation. 

f 
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OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 29, 2005 

Ms. ZOE LOFGREN of California. Mr. 
Speaker, today I rise to recognize the achieve-
ments of Santa Clara County Supervisor Blan-
ca Alvarado. She continues to be a leader in 
local government and a national leader in the 
area of juvenile detention reform. 

Blanca served 14 years as a San José City 
Councilmember representing San José’s East 
Side before being appointed to the Santa 
Clara County Board of Supervisors in 1995, 
filling the position I vacated when I was elect-
ed to Congress. I heartily recommended her 
appointment and have supported her in her 
good works ever since. 

The daughter of a miner, Blanca has always 
been involved in public life, whether it was 
helping her parents in union and political ac-
tivities, hosting a women’s radio show called 
‘‘Merienda musical,’’ working for the Depart-
ment of Social Services or acting as the local 
president of MAPA, the Mexican American Po-
litical Association. 

I first met Blanca in the mid-1970’s when we 
served together on the Housing Service Cen-
ter board of directors before either of us had 
stood for public office. I found her then to be 
a caring person committed to her community 
and especially to the needs of the poor. Those 
qualities have continued throughout her life— 
both in her public and private efforts. 

As a City Councilmember and Vice-Mayor, 
Blanca actively worked to build neighborhood 
organizations and developed community plans 
and partnerships to renovate impoverished 
neighborhoods. 

Blanca’s devotion to children is illustrated 
through projects such as the The East Initia-
tive. The Initiative recognizes the importance 
of securing early access to parent support, 
health care, and social services for all children 
and their families. Blanca, as a member of the 
First Five Commission, lobbied for a school 
readiness program in the local school district. 
When the school district was not in a position 
to join with First Five in creating a school 
readiness program, the Commission partnered 
with the community and focused on the neigh-
borhoods surrounding Cesar Chavez, San An-
tonio, and Arbuckle elementary schools. First 
Five allocated $750,000 in the first year of the 
East Initiative alone. 

Blanca also leads the county-wide effort to 
eliminate inappropriate and unnecessary incar-
ceration of youth, especially youth of color 
who are over-represented in the juvenile jus-
tice system. Because of her efforts, the county 
has become a national model in juvenile de-
tention reform. Since the movement began in 
July 2002, law enforcement, the Probation De-
partment, the Juvenile Court, community part-
ners, and many other participants have com-
mitted to shifting their efforts from incarcer-
ation to community-based approaches for 

treating troubled youth, to allow troubled 
young people to turn their lives around and to 
have productive, hopeful futures. 

One of the projects Blanca is most remem-
bered for is her leadership in the conception— 
and development of the Mexican Heritage 
Plaza, opened in 1999 and now one of the 
largest Latino cultural centers in the Nation. 
Twelve years in the making, and built over a 
site once picketed by San José native son 
Cesar Chavez, the Plaza is a 55,000 square- 
foot cultural center with state of the art theat-
rical venues, a Smithsonian-affiliate gallery 
space and luscious thematic gardens that 
serve as a regional resource for cultural pro-
gramming and education. 

In addition to her years of friendship, I wish 
to thank Blanca Alvarado for a lifetime of pub-
lic service and her determined efforts to 
achieve social change. ‘‘≠Sı́ se puede!’’ 
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Mr. GORDON. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recog-
nize the 100th year of existence of the Citi-
zens Bank located in Hartsville, Tennessee. 
The bank will celebrate its anniversary on Oc-
tober 1, 2005. 

Citizens Bank was established in 1905 with 
$10,000 in capital. The bank’s loan officers 
had a maximum loan authority of $300, 
enough to buy a small farm 100 years ago. 
They started keeping daily statements in 1923. 

Citizens Bank never succumbed to the 
Great Depression; however, the bank did 
close twice during its century of history—once 
during the flood of 1927 and again during a 
storm in 1929 that left 18 inches of snow on 
the ground. 

Originally, the bank rented space in down-
town Hartsville, before building its own space 
by the Trousdale County Courthouse. In 1984, 
the bank built its current facility on Highway 
25. 

I wish President Wilson Taylor, Vice Presi-
dent Betty Sue Hibdon, Customer Representa-
tive and Public Relations Coordinator Gloria 
Dalton and all the employees who represent 
the heart of Citizens Bank much success with 
their celebration and the start of another cen-
tury of service. 
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Mr. KANJORSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to ask you and my esteemed colleagues in the 
House of Representatives to pay tribute to the 
life of Sergeant Paul Karpowich, of Freeland, 
Pennsylvania, who was killed in action in Iraq 
in December 2004. 

Sgt. Karpowich was 30 years old when he 
suffered the loss of his life while trying to lib-
erate the Iraqi people and afford them the 
same opportunities we enjoy in a land ruled by 
democracy. 

The victim of a suicide bomber whose 
treachery claimed the lives of 20 people, Sgt. 
Karpowich was one of 15 military personnel 
who were killed. The remaining five victims 
were civilian employees of Department of De-
fense contractors. 

Sgt. Karpowich was remembered by many 
as a ‘‘soldier’s soldier.’’ He joined the U.S. 
Army immediately after graduating from 
Bishop Hafey High School. He completed 
basic training at Fort Benning, GA and then 
went on to Fort Bragg, NC, where he grad-
uated from paratrooper school, after which he 
joined the 82nd Airborne Division. 

Sgt. Karpowich served as a drill instructor 
with the 98th Division’s 1st Battalion, 417th 
Regiment, 1st Brigade. 

He had recently been notified that he was 
about to be promoted to Master Sergeant, the 
second highest enlisted rank in the Army, 
when the bomb blast ripped through a mess 
tent in a forward operating base at Mosul, 
Iraq, where Sgt. Karpowich and hundreds of 
others were gathered. 

The first Hazleton area resident to give his 
life in the Iraq War, Sgt. Karpowich’s awards 
and decorations included the Army Com-
mendation Medal, the Expert Infantryman’s 
Badge, the Good Conduct Medal, the National 
Defense Service Medal and the Global War on 
Terror Medal. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in paying trib-
ute to the life of a true American patriot whose 
courage and bravery transcended human frail-
ty and shone like a beacon to inspire others. 

Sgt. Karpowich well understood the impor-
tance of those objectives and willingly put his 
life in harm’s way to help others enjoy the 
same liberties as we do. The world is a better 
place today because of the sacrifices made by 
Sgt. Karpowich and others like him. 
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Mr. HONDA. Mr. Speaker, I rise to acknowl-
edge those in Santa Clara County, California 
who have offered assistance to the victims of 
Hurricane Katrina. Their efforts stand as a tes-
tament to the American spirit of generosity. 

The local governments of Santa Clara 
County have responded with munificent offer-
ings to the victims of Hurricane Katrina. The 
San José City Council and Santa Clara Coun-
ty Board of Supervisors each authorized 
$500,000 for the Santa Clara Valley American 
Red Cross to provide services to hurricane 
victims who arrive in the area. The San José 
Fire Department deployed firefighters to assist 
in the region devastated by Hurricane Katrina 
and stand ready as needed. 

Local universities opened their academies 
and housing to those displaced by the hurri-
cane. In fact, Santa Clara University admitted 
75 students from New Orleans-based institu-
tions Loyola University and Tulane University 
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